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3675 Gretchen M Myers
Library
FACULTY SENATE MINUTES
March 9, 1987
1377
ANNOUNCEMENTS
1.

Comments from Vice President Martin.

2.

Recognition of the awarding of Emeritus Status to Professor Dixon Riggs.

CALENDAR
3.

439 Report from Robert Leahy, Registrar, concerning Course Numbering System
for UN!. (See Appendix A).

NEW/OLD BUSINESS
4.

The Chair reported the Committee for Governance on Teacher Education.

5.

The Chair reported a change in the Committee to Study University Headship
Sys terns.

6.

The Chair announced the cancellation of the March 23 meeting.

7.

The Chair reported the Summer School Schedule will be discussed and a
proposal submitted for calendaring before the April 13 meeting.

8.

The Chair reported the Senate Election Committee.

9.

The Chair restated the traditional University Meetings Schedule.

DOCKET
10.

438 378 The University Commencement Committee's Proposed Policy regarding
awarding of Posthumous Degrees. The motion as amended passed.

11.

437 377
Degree.

The Senate approved by acclamation the nomination for Honorary

The Senate was called to order at 3:30p.m., March 9, 1987, in the Board Room
of Gilchrist Hall by Chairperson Boots.
Present: Baum, Boots, Chadney, Duncan, Erickson, Glenn, Goulet, Henderson,
Intemann, Krogmann, McCormick, Peterson, Romanin, Story, Wood, Yoder,
Amend (ex--officio).
Alternates:
Absent:

Brown/Kelly.

Doody.

Members of the press were asked to identify themselves. Anne Phillips of the
Waterloo Courier and Elizabeth Bingham of the Northern Iowan were in attendance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1.

Comments from Vice President and Provost Martin.

A letter has been sent to all faculty concerning the mini-grant program for
this year. There will be a special emphasis on preparation of courses and
staff preparation for the new general education program.
The President has released some additional equipment funds because we haven't
had a reversion this year, and we have had a mild winter, thus saving fuel costs.
We have set aside some funds for the first part of the summer session for
visiting minority faculty. As you all know, we have not been as successful
as we would have liked in recruiting minority faculty for tenure-track appointments. In the summer, however, the supply of minority faculty, in a very
real sense, increases dramatically and Iowa weather becomes more of an asset
than a liability. The funding for this program will be above and beyond the
regular summer session budget.
2. The Chair announced the awarding of emeritus status to Associate Professor
Dixon Riggs from Biology.
CALENDAR ITEMS
3. 439 A report from Robert Leahy, Registrar, concerning course numbering
sys tern for UNI.
Chadney/Glenn moved to docket in regular order.

Docket 378.

Motion carried.

NEW/OLD BUSINESS
4. The Chair reported that the committee for governance on teacher education is
Jack Wilkinson, Mary Franken, Mary Bazik, Sue Doody, Fred Carver and ex officio
members Barbara Jones and Myra Boots.
5. The Chair reported that Tony Schwartz has resigned from the University
Headship Committee. Verna Ritchie was named as a replacement.
6. The Chair announced the cancellation of the March 23 meeting unless she
receives urgent business that must be dealt with.
7. The Chair reported the proposal for the 1988 summer school schedule will be
distributed to everyone before the April 13 meeting. The proposal will be
calendared and docketed for discussion at the April 13 meeting.
8. The Chair announced the Senate Election Committee:
Erickson and Glenn.

Story, Chair; Baum,

9. The Chair said she had a request that the traditional meeting times be
published in the Senate minutes. The first Monday of every month is for
University Faculty meetings. The second and fourth Mondays are for the Faculty
Senate meetings. The third Mondays are for the college meetings. Other meetings
should not be scheduled during these times.
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DOCKET
10. 438 378 The University Commencement Committee's proposed policy regarding
awarding of posthumous degrees.
Roman in/Peterson moved to approve the policy.
Baum said since we have a growing number of nontraditional students, shouldn't
their children of legal age be consulted before parents.
Professor Harring~on, one of the authors of the proposal, agreed with the
suggestion.
Duncan/Yoder moved to amend the motion by adding "adult children of legal
age" following 'member' and before 'starting' in paragraph 3, line 2, of the
eligibility requirements.
The amendment passed.
Peterson asked if expenses would be incurred.
Romanin said he couldn't think of anything that couldn't be dealt with.
Chadney requested the minutes show that the granting of the degree should not
cost the survivors unwillingly.
The main motion passed.
11.

437

377

Nominations for honorary degree.

The Senate moved into Executive Session.
The Senate rose from Executive Session.
The Senate passed by acclamation the nomination for honorary degree.
The meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Engen
Secretary, .£!£

~

These minutes shall stand approved as published unless corrections or protests
are filed with the secretary of the Senate within two weeks of this date,
Monday, March 16, 1987.
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Myra Roots
Page 2
Cedar F'a.l la . low• M>6J4
Te lephone {319) 2 7 3- 224 l

Office of the Registrar

FROM:

Robert 0. Leahy, Registrar

RE:

Course Numbering System

DATE:

2-23-87

~

In response to the request of the Faculty Senate I undertook. a swdy of the
course numbering system at UNI. This involved a review of the recommendations
of the Master Plan Committee and consultation with Department Heads and the
Graduate Council.
The objectives to be realized from a course numbering syste~ are:
1.

Ease of identification and organization of course offerings.

2.

Defining the academic level of the course. This does not
necessarily mean difficulty of the course but rather what
type of educational mawrity sWdents should have before
enrolling in the course.

course

numbering

system at UNI does

meet to

some degree these

Current Numbering System
Subject Area Code
XX: numeric

available Fall 19Rf!

XXX: 2 numeric

1 alpha

Course Number
:XXX (g)

000 - 099
100 - 199
100g - 199g*
200 - 299**
300 - 399

*
**

Primarily
Primarily
Primarily
Primarily
Primarily

for
for
for
for
for

It is technically possible to continue to use a numeric designation for courses
in the data system while using an alpha designation in publications but I am
afraid it would lead to confusion especially when those outside the University
attempt to interpret a UN! transcript by comparing i t to the University catalog.
The new University catalog was designed to .,.k.e the numeric course designation
easier to read. Major/minor requirements are listed in the first part of the
catalog aphabetically by department. If courses outside of the department are
required in the ~ajor and/or minor the name of the new subject area is listed as
well as the subject area number.
The University course offerings are listed numerically in the second part of the
catalog for easy reference. The Registrar's Office is currently preparing a
computer generated degree advising/audit program to assist students and their
advisors. We hope this will be implemented in the fall of 1987 prior to advance
registration for spring 1g88. This program will provide a numeric listing of
what course requirements a student must still complete for their declared major
and/or minor. This degree advising/audit is designed for easy reference with the
catalog and schedule of classes.

Some universities also use these levels as a means
of defining the experience and knowledge of the
discipline of the instructor of the course; for example,
only graduate faculty would teach graduate level courses.
The current
objectives.

There is not unanimous agreement as to the ease of identification and organization
of the UN! course offerings. The Master Plan Committee recommended that University
courses be identified by an abbreviated departmental name in class schedules and
other publications.
Colleges that identify the subject area in this manner usually do not use the
course number in registration because of the difficulty in mixing alpha and
numeric characters in entry to a data system. lnste~d each course and section
are identified by a four or six digit index number. Students register for 1675
rather than Eng 001 01 or 62:001 01.

11yra Boots

TO:

A

freshmen and sophomores
juiors and seniors
juniors, seniors and graduate swdents
graduate students
doctoral swdents

Freshmen may not register for a IOOg course without departmental approval.
Undergraduates may not register for a 200 course and above without departmental
approval.

The UNI course numbers provide for defining five levels of instruction. In my
opinion these levels are fairly well understood by faculty and students. If there
is a prohlem area it is in the understanding of what a "g" level course is. Some
faculty have requested to offer a 100g course without the "g" or to have some
graduate sWdents tak.e the lOOg course and not receive graduate credit. Unless
the same course is approved for a· 100 level as well as -a 100g level neither of
these examples is possible. The confusion seems to be a belief that the "g" goes
with the student rather than with the course number.
The UN! catalog also indicates that in all courses of the lOOg series greater
academic achievement, both qualitative and quantitative, is expected of those
receiving graduate credit than those receiving undergradute credit. It has been
my experience that this is not happening in at least fifty percent of the lOOg
courses being offered.
In conclusion, after a revi~ of the current numbering syste• at UN! and
consultation with department heads and the graduate council, I find no need or
de111o1nd to change the course numbering syste~~~ at UHI.
The current numbering
system does provide five levels of instruction and is relatively easy to understand. The expenditure of time and money to nake a change of this magnitude to
the current data system is difficult to justify in a time of budget restraints.
I would not at this time recommend a change. I would recommend that the Graduate
Council be encouraged to work with the graduate faculty and others teaching lOOg
level courses so that all will have a better understand! ng of what is expected
from students and faculty involved in "g" level course instruction.

